Faith Lesson Plan and Faith Activity
Chapter 21 – Eternal Life with God
Grades 3 & 4
Resource: Our Sunday Visitor (OSV)

Doctrinal Content:
•
•
•
•

Heaven is a state of eternal happiness with God. (CCC, 1024)
To spend eternity with God, we must grow in friendship with God. Through the
Holy Spirit, God helps us respond to his grace and grow in friendship with him.
(CCC, 1039-1041)
At the time of our death, we will be judged by God. This is called the
Particular Judgment. (CCC,1021-1022)
The Last Judgment refers to Jesus' coming in glory at the end of time to
judge all the living and the dead and the coming of God's Kingdom in
fullness. (CCC, 1038)

Invite – Let us Pray
Invite the young people to gather in their prayer space and make the sign of the
Cross. Read aloud the leader's prayer. Proclaim the verse from Isaiah 34:15 together.
Have the children move out of their prayer space and back to their seats.

Say: Living as disciples of Jesus helps us to prepare for eternal life. As we listen to
God's Word today, we will hear how living in this world is connected to eternal life.
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Guide the young people through the process of Scripture reflection below.
Invite them to close their eyes, be still, and open their minds and hearts to what God
is saying to them in this passage.
Display and Proclaim the Scripture.

Maintain several moments of silence.
Ask: What did you hear God say to you today in this Scripture? Engage the children to
respond.

Faith Story Time
Say: We at one time of in life will lose a loved one. Let us read the story below and
see how Jessie’s experience heaven.
With Jesus
Jessie sat with her mother in the car. Her mother wiped away Jessie’s tears and said,
“I will miss Grandma Ruth too. But she is happy and in Heaven with Jesus.”
When they arrived at the funeral home, Jessie gazed around the room where the body
of her grandmother lay. Sweet-smelling flowers filled the room, and soft music
played. With a huge gasp, Jessie declared, “Oh, so this is Heaven!”
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Ask: Why do you think the little girl thought that the funeral home was Heaven?
Ask: Whom would you like to meet in Heaven?

What Do You Wonder?
Say: All choices have consequences. Heaven is the consequence of accepting God's
grace and following Jesus. When you live in this world trying to love God above all
things and love others as Jesus did, God is preparing a home for you in the next world,
a place in the fullness of his Kingdom. Invite the children to respond to the questions.
Ask: the children the following questions. Engage them to respond.

Discover (1)
Objective:
•
•

Define Heaven as the state of eternal happiness with God.
Recognize that the Holy Spirit helps us respond to God's grace and grow in
friendship with him so that we may spend eternity with him.
Display and Read:
“Being With God”
&
“The Gifts of the Holy Spirit”
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Ask: How do the Gifts of the Holy Spirit help you live in friendship with God?
Ask: What is Heaven?
Ask: What do you think will be the best thing about Heaven?
Ask: How might the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Ask: What are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit? (Name and describe them.)
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Work with Words
Review the Catholic Faith Words with the Children.

Faith - Activity

Quick Review
Heaven is not a place; it is eternal life and happiness with God. The Gifts of the Holy
Spirit help people make good choices.
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Discover (2)
•
•

Recognize that at the time of their death they will be judged by God, called
the Particular Judgment.
Discuss Jesus' coming in glory at the end of time to judge all the living and the
dead and the coming of God's Kingdom in fullness, called the Last Judgment.

Display and Read
“The Last Judgment”
&
“Scripture - The Judgement of the Nations”
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Say: Everyone has the choice to accept or reject God's grace and the Gifts of the
Holy Spirit. Those who accept God, His teachings, His Commandments, have the hope
of eternal salvation (Heaven).
Ask: What is the Last Judgement?
Ask: How does a person prepare for the Last Judgment?
Ask: What is Particular Judgement?
Ask: What is Purgatory?
Ask: What is Hell?
Ask: What did you hear God say in the Scripture passage Matthew 25?

Work with Words
Review the Catholic Faith Words with the Children.
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Faith - Activity
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Quick Review
People are judged on how well they have allowed God's grace to transform their lives.
Particular Judgment occurs after a person dies. The Last Judgment happens at the
end of time when Jesus comes in glory.

Video Time
Say: How will we be judged at our Particular Judgement and Last Judgement? Let us
watch a video, “Pope Francis – The Last Judgement.”
YouTube Link: http://youtu.be/PHmKOpbgWiE
Ask: What did you learn from the video?
Ask: What are some other parables that teach us spiritual lessons about how to
prepare for the Last Judgment?
Ask: What are some ways that a person your age might use their time, talent, and
treasure to show love to others, especially to those in need?

Live
Read and ask the questions below. Engage the Children to Respond.
Complete the activity.

See Below
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Ask: How can you grow in friendship with God?
Ask: What are other times to reach out to God?
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Saint of the Day:

Tell the children about Saint Martin de Porres.
Explain that Saint Martin was born in Lima, Peru. His father was Spanish, and his
mother was a freed black slave. Martin became a Dominican brother. He spent his life
doing good works. He went throughout the city, caring for those who were sick and
poor. He was a blessing to all he met, even animals. Because he was meek and pure
of heart, he saw that the simplest work honored God if it served others. He would
ask people for donations to help the poor, as well. Saint Martin lived the Beatitudes
his whole life. Martin is the patron Saint of mixed-race people, interracial justice,
innkeepers, and public schools. As well as working as a Dominic brother, he founded
an orphanage and ministered to African slaves brought to Lima. His sisters ran a
hospice in the country, and Martin often took sick people there for her care. He was a
friend of Saint Rose of Lima, and they worked together.
Ask: How will you prepare for eternal life with God?
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Faith Activity
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What did the Children Learn?
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What did the Children Learn? – Answer Key

17

